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Washington, D.C. – Regional coordination on energy policy, legal and regulatory frameworks,
and resource management would improve energy security, and accelerate economic growth
of South and Southeast Asia, according to an analysis released recently by the U.S. Energy
Association (USEA) and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).
Linking South Asia with Burma & Southeast Asia to Advance Cross Border Electricity Trade: A
Political Economy Study was funded through USAID’s South Asia Regional Initiative for
Energy Integration (SARI/EI) program and serves as a roadmap to improve electricity trade
between South and Southeast Asia.
Over the past several decades, South Asia has witnessed the steady growth of electricity interconnections between India and Bhutan and, more recently, between India and its other
eastern neighbors – Nepal and Bangladesh. Despite tremendous benefits of regional
cooperation, South Asia has had limited energy trade and lags significantly behind in energy
trade and regional integration compared to other regions of the world. As a result, the energy
sector has not been able to meet the region’s demand; there is a chronic shortage of supply
and poor quality of service.
The emergence of Burma as an important energy supplier and consumer, straddling South
and Southeast Asia, could portend significant growth of regional energy trade among the
countries of the eastern wing of the Indian subcontinent. Given the severity and the
inevitability of the looming energy supply crunch, the only conceivable long-term solution to
South Asia’s dire energy security predicament is found in opportunities for energy and
electricity trade within the region that includes Burma and the adjoining countries of Southeast
Asia.
The report, which attempts to identify the political, economic, and institutional considerations
in South Asia that need to be resolved if the prospects of cross border energy trade are to be
improved, was released in New Delhi on August 31, 2018 at the Regional Conference on
Enhancing Energy Cooperation & Integration in South Asia. The report also traces benefits of
political support for cross-border energy trade in the South Asia region and the political
support for cross border electricity trade in Burma and Southeast Asian countries.
“We all know and agree that regional grid integration is a win-win with benefits for all countries
involved. It brings economies of scale, optimizes resource utilization, reduces environmental
impacts, and most importantly brings societal development,” remarked USAID/India Deputy
Director for the Energy and Environment Office Julia Kennedy at the report release on August
31.
###
To view the full report, please go to https://www.usea.org/publication/linking-south-asia-burmasoutheast-asia... [3].
For media inquiries, please contact USEA Communications Director, Dipka Bhambhani,
dbhambhani@usea.org [4].
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