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GAS LEASING AND TITLING IN THE 
MARCELLUS AND UTICA SHALES 









Potential Gas of 489 trillion 
cubic feet  

Current consumption 24 trillion cubic 
feet per year 



• 100 + years supply at current use 



Gas Facts: 

 53,000 Square Miles 

 Decades to extract it all 

 Near critical markets 



History of natural gas leasing 
from the Drake well to the 

Marcellus Shale boom 



Drake Well 





Marcellus Current Well 





The nature of current gas leases and 
how these leases will change future 

energy development 



Armstrong County Courthouse 



Old Leases 













New Leases 











• Trucking 

• Rail Lines 

• Pipeline 

• Pollution/water treatment 

• Retail 

• Food 

• Housing 

• Office Space 

 
Placement/Need/Storage/Markets 



 
 

What leasing tells us about potential 
winners and losers in communities 

impacted by shale drilling 



 
 
 

How locally-recorded leases are 
figuring into financial decisions on 

 Wall Street 
 

•Mergers 
•Acquisitions 
•Hedge Funds 



 
 
 

A look at what the future of leasing 
holds and a review of the new 

development of outright oil and gas 
purchases vs leasing 



Impact on Shale Communities 

• Roads 

• Water issues 

• Will there be new sources of tax revenue 

• Wildlife 

• Forests 

• Aesthetics 



Wealth 

• Discussions will last generations 

• Family Farms 

• Generational Transfers 

• Elderlaw 



Future 

• LNG 

• Powergrid 

• Infrastructure 

• Pipelines 

• Compressors 

• Gas Processing 

• Work Force 

 



Lease vs Purchase of Rights 

• Have and Have nots 



I Want It All! 


