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An Update on The German Energiewende: Heroic but Disordered 

The German Energiewende is a heroic but – as it’s conceived now – increasingly disordered effort 

for unshackling industrial society from the chains of fossil fuels. Due to mistaken assumptions and 

unrealistic scheduling, it is now confronted with persistent obstacles. The new Merkel government 

has introduced some changes, but they won’t be enough to sustain the Energiewende, 
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Dipl. Ing. Jeffrey Michel is an independent energy consultant based in Hamburg, Germany. 

Michel, a graduate from MIT (BSc) and Tulane University (MSc) in the US, has recently written 

an extensive report on the problems facing CCS for the Air Pollution & Climate Secretariat in 

Sweden, called Lost Hopes for CCS. He testified to German parliament and to two state 

parliaments on the unsuitability of Directive 2009/31/EC for domestic energy policy. He is also 

conducting seminars on fracking and mining law. His main area of research has been the German 

lignite industry, enriched by the personal experience of living in a village that has since been 

destroyed by a mining project. His long-term interests include developing the smart grid as an 

environmental quality monitoring network. 

Jeffrey Michel is a regular contributor to The Energy Post and his recent columns can be found 

at:  http://www.energypost.eu/author/jeffrey-michel/ 
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