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What Is WSTN?

Western States and Tribal Nations is a unique, trans-national initiative led by sovereign 
tribal nations, states and counties focused on creating rural economic development, 
advancing tribal self-determination and a reducing global emissions through the export of 
clean natural gas from western North American basins to international markets.

http://www.westernnaturalgas.org/


WSTN MOU Membership
• Ute Indian Tribe 
• Jicarilla Apache Nation
• Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
• State of Baja California, 

Mexico
• State of New Mexico
• State of Utah
• State of Wyoming
• Western Colorado Counties of 

Garfield, Mesa, Moffat and 
Rio Blanco

• Province of Alberta (pending)

Currently Courting
• State of Arizona
• Navajo Nation



WSTN Board of Directors-Officers

• The Ute Indian Tribe represented by Devin Pehrson (Treasurer)

• The State of Utah (Utah Governor’s Office of Energy Development) 
represented by Jeff Hartley (Vice Chair and Governmental Liaison) 

• The State of Wyoming (Wyoming Energy Authority) represented by Bobby 
Rolston (Vice Chair and Industry Liaison)

• The State of New Mexico (Energy, Minerals and Natural Resource 
Department) represented by Jason Sandel (Chair)

• The Western Colorado counties of Garfield, Mesa, Moffat and Rio Blanco 
represented by Duane Zavadil (Treasurer) 

• The Southern Ute Indian Tribe represented by Travis Taylor

• The Jicarilla Apache Nation represented by Todd Osmera

• The Province of Alberta represented by James Rajotte



WSTN Membership

• State of Utah-Governor’s Office of Energy 
Development – MOU Member

• Ute Indian Tribe-MOU Member
• State of Wyoming – Wyoming Energy 

Authority-MOU Member
• Garfield County, CO – MOU Member
• Moffat County, CO – MOU Member
• Mesa County, CO – MOU Member
• Rio Blanco County, CO – MOU Member
• State of New Mexico –Energy, Minerals & 

Natural Resources Dept. – MOU Member
• State of Baja California, Mexico, Dept. of 

Economic Development and Tourism – 
MOU Member

• Southern Ute Indian Tribe-MOU Member
• Jicarilla Apache Nation-MOU
• Province of Alberta (MOU Pending)
• Duchesne County, UT
• Uintah County, UT
• UT School and Institutional Trust Lands 

Administration (SITLA)

• Seven County Infrastructure Coalition, UT
• Caerus Energy
• Laramie Energy
• Terra Energy
• Converse County, WY
• Sempra LNG
• Sweetwater County, WY
• TYR Group
• BlackHawk Energy (a Jicarilla Apache 

company)
• Three Crowns Petroleum
• PureWest
• Missouri River Resources
• IKAV
• NueVida
• Southwest Gas Holdings
• Enduring Resources
• Jonah Energy
• Chevron
• Lincoln County, WY



WSTN Customers and Stakeholders – Evolving Trends – Societal, Policy, 
Economic, Security

• Japan and Asian markets – Significant energy security 
focus; high energy prices and import dependent; want 
RSG and looking to be a market maker for blue/green 
ammonia
• Biden Administration – Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 

focus on H2; White House CCUS Task Force includes 
significant Wyoming and Jicarilla Apache Nation and 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe representation
• Arizona – SHINe Coalition, Crossroads of Energy 

Infrastructure and Pipeline Keystone State; Governor – 
centrist on energy but needs to watch her political left
• California – High NatGas prices for the foreseeable 

future, significant anti-fossil lobby, major utilities 
(Socal, PG&E) are moving to H2



Asian Outlook



Japanese Outlook



Japanese Outlook



Asian Energy Geopolitics



Asian Energy Geopolitics





Why Rockies Gas?

• The Potential Gas Committee updated its resources 
estimates at year-end 2019.  Potential recoverable 
resources for the Rocky Mountain region were 502 
trillion cubic feet.  

• U.S. Tribal Nations hold almost 10 percent of the 
known oil and gas reserves in the U.S.

• Reduced Geopolitical Risk – West Coast LNG 
facilities would not require the use of the Panama 
Canal, a political risk as well as a shipping 
bottleneck

• Current production of over 11 bcf/d of Non-
Associated Natural Gas production ready to supply 
Energía Costa Azul (ECA) Phase II and Mexico 
servicing need

• Available pipeline infrastructure capacity with state 
(New Mexico, Wyoming and Utah) bonding 
authority available for utilization for infrastructure 
development and de-bottlenecking need

• Regulatory transparency and key political support 
by WSTN members at the gubernatorial and 
national level for project development 



Western States’ Advantages 
• Ample Supply 
• Pipeline bonding authority
• Existing pipelines / Right of Ways
• Reduced geopolitical risk

WSTN In Pursuit of LNG Exports



ECA Supply and Pipelines



Mexico & Costa Azul



Rockies Natural Gas to Energía Costa Azul





WSTN Asian Engagement

• Decarbonization efforts resulting in Responsibly Sourced Gas (RSG) 
along the natural gas value chain in the western states including 
state-led regulations moving to net zero methane emissions

• Natural gas resource base (current production, proven and 
prospective reserves) of western natural gas with a focus on Green 
River, Uintah, Piceance and San Juan Basins (Mancos Gas)

• Further identify infrastructure needs and options for financing (e.g. 
state bonding authority support)

• Next Steps 
• Responsibly Produced Gas Certification
• BIL / IRA (Hydrogen & Carbon Capture components) Impact to 

Western Energy Development
• Asian/WSTN Trade Mission to Singapore – Fall to 2024



Greenhouse Gas Study

• Peer reviewed study, “Lifecycle GHG Emissions in Proposed 
LNG Facilities”.

• Average 40% Drop in Lifecycle GHG Emissions
• China  - 40.4%
• India – 48.5%
• Japan – 50.7%
• South Korea – 53.5%
• Taiwan – 35.7%

• Conclusions
• There is a need for “bridge” source of energy to achieve 

GHG reduction goals.
• Natural gas (LNG) exports from US to Asia can be both 

economically and environmentally beneficial in terms of 
global GHG emissions reduction.



WSTN Asian Engagement



WSTN at Energia Costa Azul



Japan H2 and Decarbonized Ammonia



WSTN Asian Trade Missions-Q4



    Questions?
Andrew Browning  
abrowning@hbwresources.com

www.westernnaturalgas.org


